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A message from our Principal
Mrs G Buley

Happy Friday!

I hope those of you who celebrated Eid this week
had a wonderful time.

This week, it was great to see so many families join
us for our craft afternoon both at Tilehurst and Hill
Brow. Thank you so much for attending and for
embracing your creative skills and an additional
thank you to Mrs Garcia for her cupcakes that were
very well received!

On Wednesday, Miss Archer organised visitors for our Year 8 and 9 pupils to
discuss apprenticeships and technical pathways after they leave school at the
end of Year 11. Pupils engaged in this very well and asked insightful questions, and
it is so important that we support them to continue a growing awareness of their
options once they leave school. Next half term, we will have independent Careers
advisors coming into school to meet with Year 7, 8 and 9 pupils so that we can
support in guiding their understanding of the world of work and life after school. 

A reminder that Sports Day is on 25  April and that this will be held at the Atrium
Health Club, Scours Lane, RG30 6AY. Parents and carers are welcome to attend,
however, please confirm your attendance to the school office by emailing
office@thamesvalleyschool.org.uk by 23rd April at 5pm.

th

If you wish to attend, please note the following arrival times:
Primary and Hill Brow Year 7 - 10.45am 
Secondary - 11.45am

Leo class arrangements will follow separately.

I hope all pupils have a restful break over the next two weeks, and we look
forward to welcoming them back to school on Tuesday 22nd April. Wishing those
of you who celebrate, a Happy Easter.

Best wishes,
Mrs Buley

CEO Video Update for Families: https://vimeo.com/1072485963/bcb4fe6fcb?
ts=0&share=copy 

mailto:office@thamesvalleyschool.org.uk


Pupil Of The Term

Thoughtful 

Safe

Value

Molly S has been awarded for always being responsible and
diligent with her learning, and working hard across all
subjects. 

Callum H has been awarded for valuing his work and putting in
an amazing effort with his learning.

Stavros L has been awarded for his kindness and consideration
to all around in Leo Class, always listening well and following
every instruction given.

A huge congratulations to these
pupils 

from all the TVS staff.



What's been happening this 
week at TVS Tilehurst

Year 7 making bird feeders in DT Class

Orion’s Class

Orion's class has been
focusing on the word

'Compelling' during their
tutor time.







What's been happening this week at
TVS Hill Brow

This week in Leo class, we've been very busy with Maths and English activities. The children
have been working hard to develop their ability to recall number bonds and recognise initial
sounds. It's been wonderful to see their progress and enthusiasm!
We also had our Easter activities, which were a huge success. All the parents attended and
got involved, making it a truly special event. The children loved having their parents
participate, and it added an extra layer of fun to our celebrations.
We had so much fun this week, and we hope you all have a fantastic Easter break!

Delphinus Class has enjoyed a remarkable final week of the term. Our students have been
diligently working on oil pastel drawings inspired by the renowned artist Henri Matisse. They
skillfully recreated the famous piece, 'Le Chat aux Poissons Rouge,' and the results were met
with great enthusiasm.
In our English lessons, we have focused on crafting detailed setting descriptions of the
Amazon Rainforest. The students employed their sensory experiences to develop expanded
noun phrases, painting vivid pictures for the reader. We will conclude this unit by writing
imaginative stories set in the Amazon Rainforest.
Additionally, we had the pleasure of welcoming families into the school for a series of Spring
Activities. Together, we created egg baskets, vibrant bunting, and delightful mini egg Easter
nests.
Well done to Delphinus Class for their hard work and dedication this term!



Spring Family Event







First News-Celebrating Ramadan

This week, pupils learned about Ramadan, the ninth month of the Islamic calendar and a
sacred time for Muslims worldwide. We explored the significance of fasting, our word of the
week, and how it is more than simply going without food and drink. Fasting during Ramadan
encourages spiritual reflection, self-discipline, and compassion for those in need. Pupils were
fascinated to learn about Suhoor and Iftar—the meals marking the start and end of each fast—
as well as the global customs and celebrations that make Ramadan unique across cultures.
In class discussions, pupils expressed strong support for being taught about different religions.
They agreed that learning about faiths such as Islam promotes understanding, respect, and
tolerance. Many shared that understanding religious practices helps break down stereotypes
and contributes to a more inclusive society.
As always, our goal is to create not just informed learners, but kind and thoughtful citizens.
Learning about Ramadan gave pupils a chance to reflect on their own values and understand
the importance of empathy across cultures.
Have a wonderful Easter Break!
Miss Eirini Akrivopoulou
Head of English





Transdisciplinary Team

In Primary, they reflected on what they have learned over the term in their
relationships topic. As part of this, they completed some end-of-term

summary questions all about how to be a good friend!



Transdisciplinary Team

In Year 9 Life Skills, they have been focussed on how to keep themselves
regulated and safe when travelling independently on public transport. This

included creating a bag of travel essentials and a personal safety plan.



Transdisciplinary Team

Next term’s overview- Life
Skills

In Personal Development, the topic will be
neurodiversity!

This topic will explore and encourage:

Inclusive philosophy- It advocates for
the acceptance of different ways of

thinking and processing information,
challenging traditional notions of

"normal".
Self-advocacy-The neurodiversity

movement has empowered individuals to
advocate for their rights and seek greater

inclusion in society.
Impact on Society- Understanding and
embracing neurodiversity can lead to a

more inclusive and supportive
environment for everyone.



Weekly Information 



On Wednesday, 2nd April, Year 8 and 9 pupils attended a session about apprenticeships. This
was delivered by two keynote speakers who discussed different post-16 options and future
aspirations. The pupils were engaged throughout and were keen to ask questions and learn

more about this route.



Makaton Signs Recap 

Yes No Happy

To Feel Sad Toilet

Want Eat Drink

Sit Wait

How many 
do you 

remember? 



 

                       
                                             
7th - 21st April - Easter Holidays

Tuesday 22nd April - Pupils return to school

Thursday 24th April - Earth Day

Friday 25th April - Sports Day 

Upcoming



What’s On During Easter Holiday

Join Nature Nurture & friends for a fun and free
day out for all ages.

Dragonfly Trail
History Hike with Terry's Reading Walkabouts
Wild Art
Nature Explorers
Wild Workout
Seed Planting

Location: The Cowsey, Whitley

Get ready for an egg-citing adventure this
half-term as the Reading Easter Trail returns
to the town centre!
Follow the trail: Hunt down 12 colourful Easter
eggs hidden in shop windows from 5 – 21
April. It's free and fun for the whole family!
Pick up your trail map from: The Oracle
Shopping Centre (by Supercuts), Broad Street
Mall customer service desk, Reading Museum
or download and print your own map at home
here. Supertato is coming to Broad Street

Mall on 12th April. He will be
appearing in Central Square at the
following intervals: 11am, 12pm,
1pm, 2pm, 3pm.

The event is FREE and no booking is
required!

https://www.visit-reading.com/dbimgs/Reading%20Easter%20Trail%20Map.pdf
https://www.visit-reading.com/dbimgs/Reading%20Easter%20Trail%20Map.pdf


Thames Valley School - Tilehurst
A: Conwy Close | Tilehurst | Reading | Berkshire | RG30 4BZ 
T: 0118 9424750 
E: office@thamesvalleyschool.org.uk
W: www.thamesvalleyschool.org.uk

Thames Valley School - Hill Brow
A: Hill Brow | Hartland Road | Reading | Berkshire | RG2 8JD

for any Hill Brow queries, please email office@thamesvalleyschool.org.uk and
our receptionist will pass onto the appropriate person to make contact with

you.
Thank You 

Contact Details

Reporting Absences - Pupils

To report a pupil’s absence, please contact school office on 0118
9424750 (option 1) or email office@thamesvalleyschool.org.uk

For Medical appointments, please provide evidence of the
appointment this can be sent via email or a screenshot attachment. 
 

mailto:lisa.beach@thamesvalleyschool.org.uk
http://www.thamesvalleyschool.org.uk/


The Spring Term has been nothing but eventful and has brought a series of challenges to us
all; staff, families and students. Despite several disruptions and recent changes, the pupils
have been supported and, in the main, shown their resilience throughout. I would like to thank
staff, parents and carers alike who have worked hard through this period. I am happy and
proud to see so many pupils participating in planned events and trips this term, of which there
have been many. To name a few: Mr Renton took Year 11 to the Moca gallery; Ms Mohamed
took Key Stage 4 to see Macbeth; 10a went to Westminster Abbey an Ms Shamyrbekova
organised many life skills trips across all key stages. I am also looking forward to how we can
continue to add to the cultural capital for our pupils into the Summer Term. 

There are a few changes to the staff team to draw your attention to. Following Mr Parker-
Tyreman's resignation, I will be taking on the role of Interim Principal.  I want to take this time
to recognise the incredible hard work Mr Parker-Tyreman has done to stabilise the school and
thank him for his vision, his leadership and his care for the staff and students during the last
two and a half years. I know he will be missed and know he wishes all the best for Vanguard. Mr
North will take on the role of Interim Deputy Principal supporting the work to continue to
improve the school. 

Fatima Mohamed, Head of English will be with us for one more term. She has decided to spend
more time with her beautiful daughter. She has shared this with the pupils in a touching social
story. Fatima has been an incredible asset to the school and will be sorely missed. She has led
the English department with enthusiasm and great diligence and has shown great
commitment to the pupils to ensure the best outcomes. Steve Carroll will take over as Head of
English in the new academic year. He has worked alongside Fatima and is keen to ensure that
the department continues to do well and has some exciting plans to move forward. 

Finally, I just want to wish you all a very restful and happy break as we start our holidays from
1pm tomorrow. I hope you are able to enjoy some valuable family time and look forward to
seeing the students at the start of the new term.

Tuesday 22  April Staff Inset Daynd

Wednesday 23  April Students return to
school at 11am

rd

Wednesday 30  April Key Stage 4
Parents’ Evening

th

Thursday 8  May Key Stage 4 and 5
exams begin

th

Friday 23  May End of half-termrd

Monday 2  June Students return to
school

nd

End of Term Newsletter 
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If you haven’t yet begun to
use the My Child At School
App, why not go to the
school website for guidance
on how to download the app
for all communications to
and from school, including
timetables and important
dates.



Years 10 and 11 enjoyed a thrilling production of Macbeth at the Lyric
Hammersmith Theatre. It was great to see both parents and students enjoying
themselves and the students had the opportunity to see Shakespeare come alive
just before the exams! 

Year 10 have been taking part in ‘The Power of Voice’.  This programme has been
created by The National Literacy Trust to inspire the next generation of writers
and invite them to understand how this can impact on social change. Our in-
house author,  Athian Akec, is a visionary of change and uses his voice and
platform to good effect. 

During World Book Day, comic characters, fictional characters and even
inspirational people from literature came alive at Vanguard. It was great to see
such passion from our students and I am sure the treats went down well during
our Drop Everything and Read session on Friday! I can't wait to see next year's
characters and costumes. 

Year 11 artists recently visited the new Moco Museum at Marble
Arch. The exhibitions included contemporary artists such as
Banksy, Marina Abramovic, Damien Hirst and Andy Warhol. The
works seen included a Japanese Zen Garden, giant metal balloons,
graffiti art and light installations. 

It was really pleasing to listen to the students' thoughts and
opinions all the way back to school. The ideas and skills seen are
being used in the final developments of the exam preparation. 
Well done, Year11 artists!

Vanguard Sixth Form students attended the UK University & Apprenticeship Search
event at Arsenal’s Emirates Stadium on Friday, 21st March. The event provided
students with opportunities to explore universities, apprenticeships, and career
options by engaging with exhibitors from a range of institutions and industries.
Informative seminars covered key topics such as student finance, personal
statements, apprenticeships, and university life, helping students make informed
post-18 choices.

Vanguard Sixth Form and Y10 students attended the Next Steps Lambeth Careers
Event on 7th March, engaging with employers, universities, and training providers
to explore future pathways. Students participated in workshops, networking
sessions, and exhibitor stands, gaining valuable insights into apprenticeships, higher
education, and career opportunities. 

Year 10 students took part in a 9 week Spiral Skills Employability Programme. This
included weekly sessions and up to three days of hands-on work experience in the
hospitality sector, using the Skills Builder framework to develop key employability
skills.
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